Epiphany meditation for January 15, 2012 by the Rev. Rick Hoover

I Samuel 3:1-11
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
I Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

To begin this meditation on Epiphany I am wondering how many of you are on Facebook?

We have an All Saints' Facebook page where we have pictures of our parish life and the construction of the new building. That page has made me get more acquainted with the Facebook parishioners and here's one thing I've learned about them. You.

We like sharing our lives and sharing pictures about what we're doing and where we've been. Facebook takes advantage of that old communicator's rule, "Don't tell me. Show me."

It is the rule that finds expression in our liturgical calendar. First, we have Advent, when the message is: something is coming. Then we have Epiphany and the message is: look! it's here!

I started thinking about this when I noticed the first command God gives to Samuel. Samuel hears God calling but doesn't understand what is going on at first. Finally, with direction of Eli, he gives the answer that we draw on when our Centering Prayer groups gather. "Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening."

Now, God does speak to Samuel, but his command is not about listening. The very first word of God's message to Samuel is, "LOOK!" (NIV) The King James and some other translations have it, "Behold!" The meaning is, "Watch this! I am about to do something before your very eyes."

Over and over in the Bible there were people who obeyed that command.

Shepherds said to one another, "Let us go to Bethlehem and see this great thing."

Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms at the temple saying, "These eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see."

Magi came to King Herod's palace, saying, "We saw his star. Now we want to see him."

In his last moments on earth, Stephen, the martyr-deacon, cried out, "Look! I see heaven opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."

If there is something Epiphany should teach us, it is that God wants us to look. He wants us to see what he is doing, so we can bear witness to it and testify.

When the first disciples from John turned to follow Jesus, asking him where he was staying, Jesus said, simply, "Come and see."

Philip learned this lesson right away. When he went to tell Nathaniel and Nathaniel was skeptical, Philip answered the way Jesus had done: "Come and see." It was a principle Philip was still relying on the night of the last supper with Jesus. Philip is the one who cried out, "Show us the Father! That will be enough!" And Jesus reply was, "If you have seen me, you have seen the Father."

Philip wanted to see, and Jesus wanted him to see, too, and be a witness to what God was doing.

Years later John starts his first letter by declaring, "That which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched - this we proclaim."

God wants his work seen - and WE are his work. He's looking at us closely, attentively.

Today's Psalm is a statement of wonder. "Lord, you have searched me out and known me. My body was not hidden from you while I was being made in secret... Your eyes beheld my limbs yet unfinished in the womb."

When Nathaniel asked Jesus, "How do you know me?" Jesus replied, "I saw you, before Philip called. you."

God is watching us and He wants others to watch and see His work in us, too. And that explains Paul's admonition to the Corinthians today.

"Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God. You are not your own. For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body."

James teaches the same thing when he says, "Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead... Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do."

God had made us to be part of his epiphany to all creation. The question before us is:
will we let others see epiphany, the work of the Lord in us, shaping our lives?
Or are we going to prolong their advent season, and keep them and God waiting.

As we answer that question, let us say again our collect for the day as our closing prayer:

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light
of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word
and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and
for ever. Amen. 
