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I was sitting in on a meeting with Fr. Reid and a third person when all of a sudden the two of them began speaking Greek. At least it was Greek to me. Actually they were discussing football. They knew what each other was talking about but I don’t follow sports and I had no idea what their conversation was all about except they were both smiling and laughing at something.
 I was hearing the words but the meaning was going right by me.
This past week I got an email about one of the schedules for the folks who take part in our worship. The stewards and acolytes and lectors and altar servers all have rotation schedules and someone had sent a notice they would not be available to serve on November 14 a couple weeks from now. Except when I checked a calendar I saw November 14 is a Monday and I wondered why anyone was scheduled for that day anyway. So I sent an email back asking what was going on and soon I got an apologetic reply from the person making that schedule. They had accidently opened an email from a year ago, and thought it was for next month. The date was right there in the email but none of us had bothered to look at that. It went right by us.
Now I happen to love jokes that make use of this kind of thing. You think you understand but then the punch line switches things around. Here’s one I got off a popsicle stick. What animal can lay on its back a hundred feet in the air? That may puzzle you unless you think of a centipede, laying on its back, one hundred feet wiggling in the air.
We don’t always get things right away. We think we understand. The words seem familiar. But something is going right by us.  I think it’s one reason we may think the Bible is hard to understand and we give it up. 
Something like this happened to me as I sat down to read the first verses of Isaiah 55. “You who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come buy wine and milk without money or cost.”
I had moved right on before I realized I didn’t really get that first verse. I was actually just skipping right past it and ignoring it. I know what buying stuff with money means and you don’t buy stuff unless you have money. So Isaiah made no sense to me talking like that. It was in one ear and out the other. 
So what is Isaiah talking about? When I stopped and thought about it and meditated on it, my attention finally turned back to God’s original plan for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Before they chose to disobey, their lives were surrounded with everything they needed, at no cost. That’s what Heaven will be like for us again.
Meanwhile we’re all accustomed to living under the consequences of Adam’s curse, having to work hard to scratch what we need out of the ground. The only way to get our wine and milk is to pay for it with hard earned cash. We can hardly imagine any other way of life. And it makes it hard to give that money away, even to God. But that’s just our fallen thinking in a broken world. God’s plan is for us to learn to live with the same generous nature He displays. We are to freely give -  and hand back out - what God provides for us, as part of one long, growing line of servants helping one another, cheerfully, fearlessly .
It’s a strange idea. You can easily miss it the first few times you read about it in the Bible. So I close by encouraging  you to do one thing: as you read your Bible this week and hit one of those odd, hard to understand verses, do this. Read the Bible again, and then again and then again. Do that anyway but especially in those spots that seem really odd and hard to understand.  Don’t just give up and don’t just skip by it. And don’t think you have to figure all this out by yourself. You can ask questions. Other people have gotten answers. You can, too. Get together with other Christians and Christian teachers. Make the effort to understand what the Spirit is saying to you. 
Think of God’s Word being like those talents the master gave his servants in the Gospel today. Clearly the master expected a return, a fruitful harvest from his investment. God has not sent us His Word expecting it to fall to the ground dead. Receive it carefully, deliberately, like a good steward. Feed on it, meditate on it, expect it to take root and bring a change in your heart and renewal to your mind. Be thankful that others have already paid to hand it on to us, so we can eat and drink without cost.
